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As part of Superintendent Horne’s ongoing efforts to improve the communication of
academic expectations, the Arizona Department of Education is releasing High School
Reading, Writing, and Mathematics items to the public.  This release is intended to
provide students, parents, teachers, and the community with specific examples of the
types of skills being assessed on the AIMS tests.  The release is divided into a
Reading/Writing form and a Mathematics form, similar to the AIMS test.

This release includes a Reading passage, directions, and the items associated with the
passage in the form of a mini-test.  The Reading section is followed by the Writing
section that includes the prompt and directions used in the AIMS test administered in the
spring of 2005.  This is followed by the individual items with the correct answers and
statistical information.

The Mathematics section consists of twenty-five items in the form of a mini-test,
followed by the individual items with the correct answers and statistical
information.

The statistical information provided includes
1) Item identification number.
2) Correct answer.
3) Response probability (p-value), which represents the percentage of students who
answered the question correctly.
4) Rasch difficulty, which measures the difficulty of the item on a scale in which -3
indicates a very easy item and +3 indicates an extremely difficult item.
5) Original performance objective (parent PO) that the item was used to measure.
6) The performance objective as the item aligns to the 2003 standards.

The items are reproductions of the actual items as they appeared on the AIMS tests. If
you have any questions, please contact Frank Brashear at (602) 542-5031.
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1. “The Washerwoman” is influenced by what American historical event?

A. the introduction of the railroad to the West
B. the struggle for equal rights for women
C. the discovery of gold in California
D. the end of slavery in the South

2. When Mr. Cal states that he is “pulling up stakes,” he means that he is

A. about to hit a strike.
B. getting married.
C. about to get a loan.
D. leaving the area.

3. What does the word arduous mean in this story?

A. difficult
B. impossible
C. fascinating
D. typical

4. The word banter in this story relates to

A. eating habits.
B. clothing selection.
C. seating arrangement.
D. story telling.

5. Why does Clara travel to Colorado?

A. She has free passage on the wagon.
B. She hopes her daughter is there.
C. She has a job waiting for her.
D. She wants to pan for gold.

6. Clara’s character is

A. envious.
B. determined.
C. carefree.
D. bitter.
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7. What is a synonym for cumbersome as it is used in the story?

A. difficult
B. entertaining
C. expensive
D. fearful

8. The conversation between Clara and the men at the beginning of the story
introduces all of these EXCEPT

A. her motivation for going to Colorado.
B. her friendly relationship with the men
C. her skill at handling money effectively.
D. her exceptional ability as a cook.

9. What primary motivation directs Clara’s actions in the story?

A. getting rich
B. finding her daughter
C. helping the miners
D. buying property

10. Based on the story, what does grubstake mean?

A. protect
B. feed
C. finance
D. shelter

11. What major historical event occurred during Clara’s life that eventually led
to her locating her daughter?

A. Women gained the right to vote.
B. The Civil War ended slavery.
C. Colorado gained its statehood.
D. Gold was discovered in California.

12. The Author’s Notes states that the men “affectionately called her Aunt
Clara.” What does this indicate about Clara Brown?

A. She was the hardest working aunt in the wagon train.
B. She was related to all of the men.
C. She cared for sick men as if they were family.
D. She was skilled in medical practices and healing.
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13. If Clara had lived in modern times, her career choice would probably be

A. police officer.
B. politician.
C. social worker.
D. writer.
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Item
Number

3147005 Correct
Answer

D p-value .675 Equated Rasch value .5287

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C2-PO1

Item
Number

3147004 Correct
Answer

D p-value .459 Equated Rasch value 1.5717

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C1-PO2

Item
Number

3147003 Correct
Answer

A p-value .815 Equated Rasch value -.4481

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S1C4-PO2

Item
Number

3147002 Correct
Answer

D p-value .547 Equated Rasch value 1.2026

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S1C4-PO2

Item Item Data
1

“The Washerwoman” is influenced by what American historical event?

A. the introduction of the railroad to the West
B. the struggle for equal rights for women
C. the discovery of gold in California
D. the end of slavery in the South

2

When Mr. Cal states that he is “pulling up stakes,” he means that he is

A. about to hit a strike.
B. getting married.
C. about to get a loan.
D. leaving the area.

3

What does the word arduous mean in this story?

A. difficult
B. impossible
C. fascinating
D. typical

4

The word banter in this story relates to

A. eating habits.
B. clothing selection.
C. seating arrangement.
D. storytelling.
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Item
Number

3147001 Correct
Answer

B p-value .883 Equated Rasch value -1.0134

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C1-PO1

Item
Number

3147000 Correct
Answer

B p-value .87 Equated Rasch value -.9305

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C1-PO1

Item
Number

3146999 Correct
Answer

A p-value .784 Equated Rasch value -.1535

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S1C4-PO2

Item
Number

3146998 Correct
Answer

C p-value .78 Equated Rasch value -.1225

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C1-PO4

Item Item Data
5

Why does Clara travel to Colorado?

A. She has free passage on the wagon.
B. She hopes her daughter is there.
C. She has a job waiting for her.
D. She wants to pan for gold.

6

Clara’s character is

A. envious.
B. determined.
C. carefree.
D. bitter.

7

What is a synonym for cumbersome as it is used in the story?

A. difficult
B. entertaining
C. expensive
D. fearful

8

The conversation between Clara and the men at the beginning of the story introduces all of
these EXCEPT

A. her motivation for going to Colorado.
B. her friendly relationship with the men.
C. her skill at handling money effectively.
D. her exceptional ability as a cook.
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Item
Number

3146997 Correct
Answer

B p-value .889 Equated Rasch value -1.0819

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C1-PO1

Item
Number

3146995 Correct
Answer

C p-value .778 Equated Rasch value -.1731

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S1C4-PO2

Item
Number

3146994 Correct
Answer

B p-value .833 Equated Rasch value -.5912

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C2-PO1

Item
Number

3146993 Correct
Answer

C p-value .824 Equated Rasch value -.5205

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S2C1-PO1

Item Item Data
9

What primary motivation directs Clara’s actions in the story?

A. getting rich
B. finding her daughter
C. helping the miners
D. buying property

10

Based on the story, what does grubstake mean?

A. protect
B. feed
C. finance
D. shelter

11

What major historical event occurred during Clara’s life that eventually led to her locating
her daughter?

A. Women gained the right to vote.
B. The Civil War ended slavery.
C. Colorado gained its statehood.
D. Gold was discovered in California.

12

The Author’s Notes states that the men “affectionately called her Aunt Clara.” What does
this indicate about Clara Brown?

A. She was the hardest working aunt in the wagon train.
B. She was related to all of the men.
C. She cared for sick men as if they were family.
D. She was skilled in medical practices and healing.
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Item
Number

3146992 Correct
Answer

C p-value .803 Equated Rasch value -.3539

2003 Aligned PO RHS-S1C6-PO4

Item Item Data
13

If Clara had lived in modern times, her career choice would probably be

A. police officer.
B. politician.
C. social worker.
D. writer.


